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(54) Retaining an outer sleeve in position on a container 



(57) A package comprises an inner container (10) and an outer sleeve (32), within which the container can be 
accommodated, the container being provided with a recess (20) or other formation and the sleeve comprising 
a wall provided with a portion (36) (hereinafter referred to as the "tab"), intermediate the ends of the sleeve, 
and which can be moved from a first position, wherein the container can be slid into and out of the sleeve and 
a second position wherein the tab can engage with the recess or other formation to prevent the container 
being slid out of the sleeve without damage to the tab or breakage of the tab from the wall of the sleeve. The 
container (10) may be a tray and the sleeve (32) be of cardboard having parallel cuts (38) which allow the tab 
(36) to be deflected about fold lines (40) into the recess (20). 
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At least one drawing originally filed was informal and the print reproduced here is taken from a later filed formal copy. 

This print takes account of replacement documents submitted after the date of filing to enable the application to comply 
with the formal requirements of the Patents Rules 1995 
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pack a of 



The present invention relates to a oackaa* ™ m • • 

ica 10 a package comprising a container and an 

:::::: t which ,he container * • « — 

be provtded for .he purpose of covering an open ,op of the comainer 
prolog the ainer agains[ ^ ^^.^ - 

and d lay f , he comainer ^ for bearfng ^ ^ g 
descnpnve of or otherwise pertaining to the contents of tne container. 

A too™ package comprises an inner container, generally in fhe form of a 
•ray, and an outer s.eeve accommodating the container, the sleeve being 

HIT ,OCki " 8 ^ " e3Ch ^ ,0 lMa ' e "» ~ r *e 
T PreVem U " deSired m ° Vemem ° f * e « "f sieeve 

defonned or folded back to allow the container ,o be removed from the sleeve 
and the confer can subsequently be repiaced in the sleeve and the locking 
~ to .heir original position. Accordingly, i, is not evident wben 
the container has been tampered with. 

The present invention aims to provide a narba^ ™ • ■ 

p.uviue a package comprising an inner 
container and an outer sle^v* ■ ^ 

an outer sleeve, wherein the container can be located positively 



1""'" "* ,he >»-» '—ion there is provided a package 
^mpnstng an tnner container and an ouler sleeve, within which t he comainer 
can be accommodated, ft, container being provided with a recess or other 
formanon and the sleeve comprising a wall provided with a portion 



(hereinafter referred to as the "tab"), intermediate the ends of the sleeve, and 
which can be moved from a first position, wherein the container can be slid 
into and out of the sleeve and a second position wherein the tab can engage 
with the recess or other formation to prevent the container being slid out of 
the sleeve without damage to the tab or breakage of the tab from the wall of 
the sleeve. 

Such damage to the tab or breakage of the tab from the sleeve makes evident 
the fact of removal of the container from the sleeve in order to tamper with 
the contents of the container and subsequent replacement of the container in 
the sleeve. 

Preferably the tab when in its second position is biased against returning to 
its first position, so that the tab when in its second position will normally 
remain in that position. 

Preferably the tab cooperates with the recess or other formation so that when 
the tab is in its second position it has no exposed free edges, which could 
facilitate manual movement of the tab to its first position. 

Preferably the tab comprises a web which is connected at a first pair of 
opposite sides or ends thereof to the wall of the sleeve and has free edges, 
unconnected to the wall of the sleeve, along a second pair of opposite sides' 
or ends. 

Preferably the wall of the sleeve comprises two webs which are connected 
along a fold line of the wall of the sleeve parallel with the longitudinal axis 
of the sleeve, and the tab is connected to each said web along respective first 
and second fold lines (at said first pair of opposite ends or sides of the tab) 



Parallel w,,h said .ongitudina, axi, Preferably the tab a.so has a third fold 

hne whtch „ said firs, position of the tab is in alignment with said fold line 

of satd wall and in said second portion of the tab is disposed inwardly of the 

sleeve re.ative to said fold hne. Preferably the „a,< of the sleeve has two slits 

a. the second pair of opposite ends or sides of the tab) which extend 
transverse* t0 said fold |ines „ define ^ ^ ^ ^ 

lines, the tab. 



To facilitate breakage of the tab front the remainder of the sleeve if the tab 
.s tampered with and to facihtate shearing of the tab from the remainder of 
the sleeve when the container is slid from the sleeve, slits may be provided in 
the fold Imes along the firs, pair of opposite sides or ends of the web. 

Preferably the recess in the container is provided a, the junction of a side wall 
and the base of the container. Preferably said recess has end walls which are 
normal to the longitudinal direction of the container. 

Furthermore preferably the end walls of the recess are closely adjacent to said 
free edges of the tab when the tab is in its second position, so that the free 
edges are not exposed. 

Preferably the package is such that if the container is slid on, of the sleeve 
when the tab is in i K second position, ,he tab is sheared from the remainder 
of the sleeve, whereby the fact tha, the container has been slid from the 
sleeve is immediately evident. 

The invention is further described be,ow by way of example with reference to 
the accompanying drawings wherein, 
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Figure 1 is a top perspective view of the container; 



Figure 2 is an inverted perspective view of the container; 
Figure 3 is a top perspective view of a sleeve of the package; 
Figure 4 is an inverted perspective view of the sleeve; 

Figure 5 is similar to Figure 4 hut «hn«,c th<> ~~ * • 

igure * out snows the container accommodated with 

the sleeve. 

Referring to the drawings, an open topped container or tray 10 comprises a 
base 12, end wa.ls 14 and sidewalls 16 and 18. At the junction of the base 12 
and the sidewall 18 is formed a recess 20. 

Tne recess 20 has walls 22 and 24 which extend in a longitudinal direction of 
the container and end wails 26 which are normal to the longitudinal direction 
of the container. 

Tne package also comprises a sleeve 30. The wall of the sleeve 30 is formed 
from a „ ngth of cardboard w „ ich has ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

old hues 41 to 44 which divide the length info webs and the ends of which 
have been joined together so that the sleeve may assume a trapezoidal section 
as shown in Figures 3, 4 and 5. The webs include base web 32 and a side 
web 34. 



A tab 36 is formed in the web 32 and 34. 



The tab 36 is defined by cuts or s. its 38 in the web 32 and 34 and fold fines 
40 » ,he webs 32 and 34 respective*. Sfits (not shown) are provide along the 
greater pan of the lengths o, the fo.d fines 40 and interntediare the ends of 
the fold lines. 

The ta b 36 has , fQid ,. ne 42 intennedjate ifaes ^ 

tab into two ponions 36' and 36" (see Figure 5). 

Retold .ines 40 and 42 are paralle. ,o the longintdinal direction of the 
The tab 36 can be tnoved from a firs, position, as shown in Figure 3, wherein 

beZ 2 T m with the webs 32 34 to a second position 

below. The restfience of the cardboard biases the tab 36 against movement 
from etther position to the other position. 

To assemble the package the container is sfid into the s.e.ve 30, the tab being 
» tts firs, p„ siti „„, s0 that ^ fe ^ ^ ^ 

««h me tab 36 of the s.eeve in afignmen, with the recess 20 of the container 
The tab 36 ts then pushed, from externally of the sleeve to a second position.' 
as shown ,n Figure 5, wherein the two webs 36' and 36" of the tab fie closely 
adjacent the wans 22 and 24 respective* of the recess 20 of the container. 

The container 10 is thereby !ocated centrally within the s.eeve 30 by virtue of 
*e engagement of the end walls 26 of the recess with the end edges of the tab 



The resilience of the cardboard of the sleeve 30 biases the tab 36 against 
movement from its second position to its first position. Thus the tab 36, once 
in its second position, will normally remain in that position. 

Because of the close proximity of the end edges of the tab 36 to the end walls 
26 of the recess, it is extremely difficult to move manually the tab from its 
second position to its first position once the container has been located in the 
sleeve. 



When it is desired to remove the container 10 from the sleeve 30, the 
container is pushed hard relative to the sleeve in the longitudinal direction of 
the sleeve and the container, thereby causing the tab 36 to shear from the 
remainder of the sleeve along the fold lines 40. Such shearing is facilitated by 
the slits along the fold lines 40. 

If the container 20 is replaced in the sleeve 30, it is immediately evident that 
the container had been removed from the sleeve because the tab is no longer 
connected to the remainder of the sleeve. 

A person intent on tampering with the contents of the container 20 might 
attempt to move the tab 36 back to its first position so that the container 
could be removed from the sleeve without shearing the tab from the sleeve 
and making evident the fact that the package had been interfered with. 
However, such a person would find it extremely difficult to gain a grip on the 
tab since its free edges are closely adjacent the end walls 26 of the recess 20 
and any manipulation of the tab, even by means of an instrument pushed into 
the sleeve from one end of the sleeve would most probably result in the tab 
breaking away at least partially from the sleeve along the fold lines 40 thereby 



making evident the tampering with the package. The slits along the fold lines 
40 would of course facilitate the breakage of the tab 36 from the sleeve. 

To allow the sleeve to be folded flat after its manufacture and before 
insertion of the container, the sleeve may be provided with, in addition to the 
fold lines 41 to 44, a further fold line 46. 

The sleeve may be longer than, the same length as or shorter than the 
container. In such case the tab 36 when in its second position, by engagement 
in the recess 20 maintains the sleeve in a fixed position relative to the 
container and the container centrally located relative to the sleeve. 



CLAIMS 
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1. A package comprising an inner container and an outer sleeve, within 
which the container can be accommodated, the container being provided with 
a recess or other formation and the sleeve comprising a wall provided with 
a portion (hereinafter referred to as the "tab"), intermediate the ends of the 
sleeve, and which can be moved from a first position, wherein the container 
can be slid into and out of the sleeve and a second position wherein the tab 
can engage with the recess or other formation to prevent the container being 
slid out of the sleeve without damage to the tab or breakage of the tab from 
the wall of the sleeve. 



2. A package according to claim 1, wherein the tab when in its second 
position is biased against returning to its first position, so that the tab when 
in its second position will normally remain in that position. 

3. A package according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the tab cooperates with 
the recess or other formation so that when the tab is in its second position it 
has no exposed free edges, which could facilitate manual movement of the tab 
to its first position. 

■ 

4. A package according to any preceding claim, wherein the tab comprises 
a web which is connected at a first pair of opposite sides or ends thereof to 
the wall of the sleeve and has free edges, unconnected to the wall of the 
sleeve, along a second pair of opposite sides or ends. 

5. A package according to any preceding claim, wherein the wall of the 
sleeve comprises two webs which are connected along a fold line of the wall 
of the sleeve parallel with the longitudinal axis of the sleeve, and the tab is 



connected to each said web along respective first and second fold lines (at 
said first pair of opposite ends or sides of the tab) parallel with said 
longitudinal axis. 

6. A package according to any claim 5, wherein the tab also has a third 
fold line which in said first position of the tab is in alignment with said fold 
line of said wall and in said second portion of the tab is disposed inwardly of 
the sleeve relative to said fold line. 

7. A package according to claim 5 or 6, wherein the wall of the sleeve has 
two slits (at the second pair of opposite ends or sides of the tab) which extend 
transversely to said fold lines to define together with the first and second fold 
lines, the tab. 

8. A package according to any of claims 5 to 7, slits are provided in the 
fold lines along the first pair of opposite sides or ends of the web. 

9. A package according to any preceding claim, wherein the recess in the 
container is provided at the junction of a side wall and the base of the 
container. 

10. A package according to claim 9, wherein said recess has end walls 
which are normal to the longitudinal direction of the container. 

11. A package according to claim 10, wherein the end walls of the recess 
are closely adjacent to said free edges of the tab when the tab is in its second 
position, so that the free edges are not exposed. 



10 

12. 



A package according to any preceding claim, wherein the package is 
such that if the container is slid out of the sleeve when the tab is in its second 
posmon, the tab is sheared from the remainder of the sleeve, whereby the fact 
that the container has been slid from the sleeve is immediately evident. 

13. A package substantially as described herein with reference to and as 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 
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